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ADVANCING
TRANSPLANTOLOGY IN RUSSIA:
INNOVATION PATHWAYS

AND REGIONAL DEPLOYMENT

Dear colleagues,

On June 3, the National Research
and Development Conference titled
“Experience of the First Five-Year
Plan” was held in Volzhsky, Volgograd
Oblast. This marked the 5th anniversa-
ry of the Volzhsky Branch of Shumakov
National Medical Research Center of
Transplantology and Artificial Organs.
The event stands as a landmark not
only for the staff of the Shumakov Cen-
ter and its regional branch, but also for
the entire field of national transplan-
tology — and perhaps, for the broader
Russian healthcare system.

The Conference was opened with
welcoming remarks from the Minister
of Health of the Russian Federation,
Mikhail Murashko, along with authorities from the regi-
onal government and the medical community. The event
brought together specialists from numerous regions ac-
ross the country. The conference program featured a con-
ceptual session titled “Organ Transplantation: Vectors
of Development”, which addressed key issues including
the organization and implementation of kidney, liver,
heart, and lung transplant programs, organ donation
strategies, and advances in pediatric transplantation.

In June 2020, on Medical Workers Day in Russia’s
Southern Federal District, a branch of the Shumakov
Center was inaugurated on the left bank of the Akhtu-
ba River, a tributary of the Volga River. The ceremony
was attended by the Minister of Health of the Russian
Federation Mikhail Murashko, the Governor of Volgo-
grad Oblast Andrey Bocharov, a Hero of the Russian
Federation. In a significant gesture, the staff was greeted
by the President of Russia Viladimir Putin via a video-
conference. The Shumakov Center branch is a modern
multifunctional medical facility. Now, five years since its
opening, we can reflect on its achievements and the im-
pact it has had on regional and national transplantology.

The solid experience garnered by the Shumakov Na-
tional Medical Research Center of Transplantology and
Artificial Organs in advancing the principles and oppor-
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tunities of transplantology has played a crucial role in
expanding these practices across Russia. This expertise
enabled the successful mobilization of donor resources
in Volgograd Oblast within a short period, achieved
through close collaboration with regional authorities
and the medical community.

Thanks to modern medical equipment and high pro-
fessionalism among specialists, the branch has perfor-
med about 11,000 surgical procedures to date. These
include some of the most complex and even unique ope-
rations, with over 300 life-saving organ transplants —
kidney, liver, and heart — carried out on both adult and
pediatric patients.

Today, our national transplantology is a high-tech
health care that is accessible to the population across
Russia. It is also a multidisciplinary field of research that
translates scientific advances into clinical practice, while
simultaneously driving technological innovation through
development of medical devices and systems designed
to replace or restore the function of damaged organs.

The activity of Shumakov Center serves as a com-
pelling example of the implementation of the Russian
Ministry of Health s objectives under the federal project
“Development of the Network of National Medical Re-
search Centers and Introduction of Innovative Medical
Technologies”, part of the national project “Health-
care”. This initiative is focused on expanding access to
high-tech medical care and facilitating the transfer of
cutting-edge medical advancements to the regions of the
Russian Federation.

Sincerely,

Sergey Gautier,

’\ Fellow, Russian Academy of Sciences
‘ Editor-in-chief, Russian Journal
of Transplantology and Artificial Organs
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